PCA Sept 2021 Newsletter
Transforming Lives
Inspiring Learners To Discover, Discern and Defend Truth
Romans 12:2

Like Us on
Facebook
Find the link on the PCA
website to follow our
official page and click the
like button.
The PCA Society also has a Facebook public group
page called Prairie Christian Academy/Prairie High
School that you can ask to join. All members of
this group can post, share and comment.

Checkout our school’s
web site for up to date information on events and
happenings at our school:

www.pca3hills.ca

Remember all school fees - both required and optional - (see
page 13) must be paid through School Cash Online. School
Fees are not to be confused with Society
Fees. Please see page 5 of this newsletter for SCO details and call Joelle at the
office if you have any questions or need
assistance getting registered.

PCA School Phone # 403-443-4220
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Terry Fox
Run
Along with hundreds of
schools across Canada,
we will be participating
in the upcoming National
School Run Day this
month to help raise funds
for cancer.

Orange Shirt Day is a day to remember the
trauma Indigenous people faced and continue
to face because of Residential Schools, and to
promote reconciliation.
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Hello PCA community,
We are grateful to our Lord that we can once again be walking with your children. This year’s
verse is 1 John 3:18 “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and
in truth.” We have been given time with your dear children and we desire to work out the love
of Christ toward them and in them. Our theme this year is “Love is a verb not just a vibe.” Our
world has reduced love to a feeling and sentiment, but it is far more enduring and powerful.
Real love comes from God. Real love is found in relationship with God and from the truth of
His word. Words catch our attention, but actions reveal what we truly believe. God’s word
commands us to love with action and in truth. This verse and theme will guide our chapels,
special speakers, Spiritual emphasis and personal conversations.
We encourage you to complete your PCA Society registration and fee form and payment
plans. You can find the form on our website. If you have it in before the BBQ on Aug 31st, your
name will be entered into the final draw for an IGA gift card.
You may wonder why there is a PCA Society. The PCA Society exists to ensure our Christian
distinctiveness and to see our kids love Christ and learn to live for Him. We oversee and fund
the Bible curriculum and biblical training for staff and the chapel program. We are here to
connect with, pray for and support students and families. We purchase a school membership
to AXIS.org which provides resources to assist staff and parents as they disciple their kids.
Contact us and we can get you resources from AXIS. We help students serve and put their
love in action.
I will also introduce the PCA Society staff so you can pray for us by name! I, Dave Amendt,
am Executive Director of PCAS and Christy Wideman is the Administrative Assistant
(including Preschool) as well as the Discipleship Director for PCAS. Our desire is to walk
with and equip parents and students in the relationship with Christ. Sheila Adkins is the Residence Dean for Women and Floyd Cotton is the Residence Dean for Men. They care for our
dormitory students in their journey’s in life and faith. Marianne Dyck is our preschool teacher
and Tina Harback is her assistant. What a gift to work with talented and passionate staff who
desire to see Christ glorified. Please ask our LORD to show us more of Himself and give us
His love and passion for the discipleship of our students, families and community.
Things to remember:
-Pray for our staff as they seek to teach and truly love our kids for Christ.
-Pray for our dormitory and local students to receive God’s love and show it to one another.
Dave Amendt
Executive Director
Prairie Christian Academy Society
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Demographics for 2021-2022 school year:

As in previous years, we will be asking all families to log into your Powerschool Parent Portal account to
confirm your child’s demographics. This is very important as it is an Alberta Education requirement that
effects our school funding, however our Parent Portal we not be fully functional until a week or so after
school begins. Please watch your emails and we will let you know as soon as this can be done. At that
time, please follow these instructions:
- Go to the PCA website
- Under Quicklinks, click on the Powerschool Parent Portal link
- Sign in with your user name and password - please phone the office if you do not remember your user
name and password. If your family is new to PCA you must set up a Powerschool account - see page 9
- Under the Navigation bar (left side) - at the very bottom - click on School Engage.
- Click on the graduation hat on the left side to see your student's name(s).
- click on ‘2021-2022 Annual Student Information Verification’ then ‘forms require attention’ and open the
form.
- follow the instructions. To proceed to the next page of data, you will need to use the tabs at the top.
Carefully review the information on each page to ensure it is correct. Enter any changes that are needed.
Date and complete the electronic signature indicating the information is correct.
- REPEAT for all your students.

Parent Council
Meeting
Tuesday, Sept 14
7:00 pm in the Foods
Room

Community Field Trips

In order to try to cut down on the amount of paper work needed for field trips, we are asking
all parents to complete a consent form designed
to cover all community walking field trips.
These are field trips which are within walking
distance of the school. All non community field
trips throughout the year will be covered by a
separate field trip form. Parents will still be notified of all walking field trips but a consent signature will not be required every time. Please
watch your child’s take home folder or back
pack for this important paper.

Food Allergies
Where food allergies exist, your children, I am sure, have been carefully instructed regarding sharing
of food, etc. If you plan to send food for class consumption, it is important that you check with the
teacher to ensure there is no allergy to any of the food’s contents. While there is no school nut ban,
there are still some students who have nut allergies. Teachers will be in touch with you if your
student is in a class that needs to be careful about bringing food for class consumption. Impress
on your children that medication — including puffers — must NOT be shared.
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IGA Certificate Fundraiser
The IGA fundraising program is continuing this year. For all new families, and a reminder to current families, gift cards can be purchased at the office in denominations of
$50, $100 and $250. They can be purchased using cash, cheque or debit or credit card.
The cards are not redeemable for cash, have no service fees or expiry dates and operate on a declining balance basis. They can also be used at any Sobeys or IGA location
within the Sobeys West territory (BC to Manitoba) We receive 6% of all gift cards sold.
Please remember to stop by the office to purchase your gift cards on a regular basis this year.

Please note: there is a 3% bank charge on the total of all credit card purchases,
so if possible (not mandatory) we encourage using your debit card, cheques or
cash when purchasing IGA cards.

Subway Lunch Fundraiser

At PCA, we have a subway lunch day fundraiser each month.
It is on the last Thursday of every month and the first one
will be on September 30th. Subs must be purchased through
School Cash Online BEFORE the previous Monday (Sept
26th, before midnight this month) so we have time to make
the orders. See page 5 explaining what School Cash Online is. You will be able to purchase either a 6” sub or a 12” sub of your choice (as well as the toppings of your choice) and a cookie.
6” for $6.25 and 12” for $9.25. You can also choose a 6” gluten free
sub for $1.00 extra. As in previous years, proceeds from this fundraiser go towards expenses for school events like the Terry Fox Run
in September, Club 100 Picnic and Bike Roadeo in May, and Fun Field
day in June, etc.

The last Thursday of each month is always a dress up day.
This month’s dress up is on Sept 30th so all students are
encouraged to wear an orange shirt.

Pizza Lunch Fundraiser

At PCA, we have a pizza lunch day fundraiser each month. It is on the
second Thursday of every month. Our first pizza lunch will take place
on September 9th. Pizzas must be purchased through School Cash
Online. See page 5 explaining what School Cash Online is. You will be
able to purchase a slice of pizza for $3.50 or a slice of pizza and drink
for $4.50, or a slice of pizza and drink and veggies for $5.50. Like last year, proceeds from
this fundraiser will go towards our sponsor kids and missionary family until enough has been
raised to support them for the year, then the rest of the year to support service and discipleship initiatives such as: Alpha, split chapel, serving at the Mustard Seed in Red Deer and
other future initiatives.
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Please note that all teachers can be reached through their school email addresses.
Teacher addresses follow this rule: firstname.lastname@ghsd75.ca
Feel free to email them with questions or concerns regarding your child at any time.

School Messenger

Prairie Christian Academy uses a software called
School Messenger as one of the ways we communicate
with parents by email. Also, each Monday (or 1st
school day of the week) you will receive an email with
information about what is happening at PCA that week.
The system uses the same email addresses that we have
in our demographics in powerschool and will be sent to
all email addresses on file. If you wish to have your
address removed from the weekly emails, please contact Joelle at the office.
This system is also in place for emergency messages.
If there is an emergency at PCA (ie. school closure due
to weather) the system will call every phone number on
record AND email every address to ensure the message
is received.

Accident
Insurance
Applications for the Industrial Alliance Kids
Plus Accident Insurance is available by visiting www.kidsplus.ca. This is extra insurance
that parents can buy, either to top up what
they already have or if they don’t have any insurance through where they work.
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PCA Sports for Elementary
Sabres Tykes
This is a lunch program for Grades 1-3 where students are able to come to the gym and learn some
skills and sports. It will be once a week at lunch on either Monday or Wednesday. We focus on athlete development in this program and get the athletes to try as many activities as possible. Developing speed, agility and coordination is the goal while having fun learning new sports. The cost for this
program is $15 for the year and includes a Sabres shirt. You will find the 'optional' item in your
child's SCO account. For the first couple of weeks, your child can attend without paying this fee if
they would like to check it out first. After, we will take attendance with only those who have paid being allowed to stay.

Jr Sabres
This is a Wednesday morning program for Grades 4-6 that will be similar to Sabres Tykes in their purpose. The front doors of PCA will open for students to attend at 7:30 am on Wednesday mornings
starting September 15th . The program will consist of different athletic activities depending on the
season and the availability of adult leaders. Like the Tykes, the cost for this program is $15 for the
year and includes a Sabres shirt. You will find the 'optional' item in your child's SCO account. For the
first couple of weeks, your child can attend without paying this fee if they would like to check it out
first. After, we will take attendance with only those who have paid being allowed to stay.

Intramurals
Intramurals is an optional program for Grades 4-6 that takes place during lunch hours on Mondays
and Wednesdays. (opposite side of the gym as the Sabres Tykes) The students will be divided into
teams that will compete against each other throughout the year playing games like Handball, Soccer,
Basketball, etc. depending on what the supervisors decide. Teams may or may not stay the same
throughout the year. There is no cost to participate.

Senior High Sabres Volleyball
We are excited to announce our senior high volleyball coaches for this year. Cam Rothfus will be
coaching the senior boys' team. Keely Nigh will be coaching the senior girls' team. Tryouts will take
place starting on Wednesday September 1. Dates and times will be announced once finalized. The
teams' first tournament will be Friday and Saturday, Sept 10-11 in Camrose. League games will
begin the week after that. We look forward to a great year.
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Junior High Sabres Athletics
Athletics offers a great opportunity for student to learn lessons of teamwork, perseverance and
service as well as experience the joy of sport. It also provides a great opportunity to build
Christian character through experiencing challenge and adversity and through learning self
discipline. Sabres Athletics operates two levels of teams for grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 students - “A” and
“B” teams if there are enough players for both levels.
B Teams
The B team is primarily for grade 6 and 7 students, but some grade 8 and 9 athletes will
occasionally choose to compete with the B team because of issues of size or skill. Grade 9 players
are usually only able to play Junior B if they are new to the sport. The coaching philosophy
emphasizes skill development over winning, with the factors effecting playing time being effort,
attitude and stamina.
Volleyball operates from September through to the end of October
Basketball operates from January to the end of February
1-2 practices per week
Usually 1 league game per week
Usually 1 weekend tournament fairly close to home
Cost is $60 per sport
A Teams
The A team is primarily for grade 8 and 9 students, but some grade 7 students occasionally
compete at this level. The coaching philosophy emphasizes skill development and competitive
play, with playing opportunities for all athletes.
Volleyball operates from September to the third week of November.
Basketball operates from January to mid March
2 practices per week
1 or 2 games per week
3 or 4 weekend tournaments
Cost is $120 per sport
Grade 7, 8 and 9 students may also choose to participate in badminton and track & field. These seasons follow after basketball and are quite a bit
shorter in duration. The fee for badminton is $20
and for track it is $10.

Student Union
Ticket Packets
(Coupon Books)
Calgary, Red Deer
or
Edmonton
Now available through the Sr. class and
the school office
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Annual Banquet/Fundraiser
Plans are underway for the Annual Prairie Christian Academy Banquet/Fundraiser.
We had to take last year off, but are planning to host it again on October 23rd. This
banquet raises funds for the on-going athletics program at Prairie Christian Academy,
as well as provides funds to enhance more aspects of our student body, including the
Arts and Music programs.
Although the fall seems far away, the PCA Banquet Planning Committee would like
to remind you of the ways in which you could be of assistance right now.
1) If you own a business and have not had the opportunity to sponsor the event and/
or advertise at the PCA Banquet before and are interested to do so, contact one of
the Committee Members.
2) Let the Committee know if you have an item or items that you would like to donate
for the live or silent auction, or for door prizes.
3) The PCA alumni directory continues to grow and we are confident that the PCA
family possesses names and addresses of alumni that we are missing. Please encourage your alumni friends and family to contact PCAS with their updated information for our files. (Also, invite them to the Alumni Games and Banquet!) Thank
you for considering our request. Please mark October 23rd on your calendar. We are
looking forward to another entertaining and successful evening!

Volunteers

It is great to once again be able to welcome parents who are willing, to come and be a part of our classes.
Our history of volunteer involvement in our school parallels Golden Hills’ Board policy which begins with the assertion that “volunteers can have a significant and positive impact on the educational environment and so encourages their involvement in schools.”
Recruitment is usually done by the classroom teacher of his/her student’s parents. We appreciate parent volunteers for general tasks, as well, but it may be awhile before a job presents itself. If you have volunteered for tasks outside your child’s classroom and have not been called, please phone the office. If we have
not called you, it is not for lack of appreciation of your willingness to serve.
Depending on the nature and extent of your involvement, the principal (or designate) may request a criminal record check and/or a Child Welfare Information System check. Of course, whatever a volunteer observes
or learns about any children in the school must be treated with absolute confidentiality, only to be discussed,
when the assignment warrants, with the appropriate teacher or administrator. This applies to all information,
not only what may be considered of a negative nature.

Notify us of your child’s attendance:

If your child will not be in school for any reason, please notify the office! For the safety of
our students, the office staff is required to contact you if you do not contact us about your
child’s attendance. It literally saves us hours of work if you notify us first. To make it as
easy as possible for you, you may choose any of these methods of communication: phone the
school anytime (leave a message when calling before/after hours), email either or both secretaries or text either or both secretaries. Call the office and the secretaries will gladly share
their personal phone #s with you so you can text them anytime of day.
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September Calendar
Aug 31
Aug 31
Sept 6
Sept 9
Sept 14
Sept 16
Sept 23 & 24
Sept 24
Sept 27
Sept 30
Sept 30
TBD

First day of school - full day
Back To School BBQ 5:30pm (west side of school)
School Closure - Labour Day
Pizza lunch fundraiser
Parent Council Meeting 7:00pm
Gr 11 bike trip 3:30pm
ACSI Student Leadership Retreat
School Closure - Flex
Gr 4 swimming lessons begin
Orange Shirt Day
Subway lunch day
Terry Fox Run

Educational Tour of Europe
2022 Europe Trip – Italy and Greece
Step back in time and walk in the shoes of Paul and the
early Church. From the Parthenon, to the Pompeii, to the
Colosseum, to the Vatican this tour provides a fascinating
framework for the artistic, architectural, and religious development of our modern world. No tour will provide you
with more opportunity to explore the major landmarks of
Western Civilization! You will also have the chance to find
(and eat) all the gelato, pizza, and donairs you could ever
want!!!
Any PCA students (or parents thereof) who are in Sr. High
in 2022 are eligible to sign up for the trip.
For further details about the trip, or to enroll, please visit my website at:
http://pcabunker.weebly.com/europe-2020---athens-florence-and-rome.html
or contact me at: michael.robertson@ghsd75.ca
Mr. Robertson
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PCA Chapels

Praise God for a new year and that we can begin without restrictions for all of our programs! It is such a
privilege to have the opportunity to walk alongside students, staff and families as we seek to go deeper
with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through ministries like our Chapel program.
We are once again so excited to see what God has in store for the year ahead. We are thankful that the
PTC church is allowing us to continue to use their beautiful building for our weekly chapels. It is such a
great space! Once again we can welcome parents to come and experience chapels with us as they would like.
Our theme for the 2021/2022 school year is: “Love is a verb not just a
vibe”
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions
and in truth." 1 John 3:18
This year we will have two Kindergarten classes, so in an effort to ensure that all the students have the opportunity to participate in chapels,
we will be alternating Wed & Thurs for Elementary only. Secondary (gr
7-12) will continue to be held only on Thursdays. Our first chapel for the year will be held on Sept 9
where David Amendt will be launching our new theme and verse for the year. We are also thrilled to reintroduce worship teams and singing back into our chapels~so much gratitude!
Elementary Chapels:
8:50 am - 9:25 am Grades 4, 5 & 6
9:30 am - 10:05 am Grades K, 1 to 3

Secondary Chapels:
10:36 am -11:16 am Jr.High
11:16 am - noon
Sr. High

Please pray for us as we desire to host engaging and inspiring speakers, but especially how to connect
with students in meaningful ways this year. If you are interested in speaking at a chapel, or know someone who may be interested, we would love to hear from you. Please contact me (403-443-4220) during
regular hours.
Christy Wideman
Discipleship Director
Prairie Christian Academy Society
Three Hills, AB

Student’s Achieve for
Elementary Parents

In order to get a true picture of your child’s progress based on their report card, you should log into Student’s
Achieve. Please go to the PCA Website:

pca3hills.ca

On the right hand side under Quicklinks you will see a link that says “Elementary Report Cards”
Click on it and enter.
On the left hand side it will say “Click to access the Parent Portal” (you may want to save this as a bookmark for
the future)
The system assigns a user name and password for you, so if you are a new family at PCA, contact the office to
get your user name and password.
If you are not new but are having trouble remembering your password you can click on the password recovery
link or call Joelle at the office.

See page 15 for instructions for how to view
Jr/Sr High report cards. They are viewed through Powerschool.
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School Fees:
Yearbook
Locks for lockers (refundable)
Jr High Student Council
Sr High Student Council
Sr High Drama —Sem 2
Jr High Electives —Grs 7-9
Jr High Industrial Arts —Sem 1

40.00
5.00
10.00
25.00
40.00
20.00
25.00

(only school locks allowed)

Sr High Industrial Arts —Sem 2
Jr High Foods
Sr High Foods
Sr High Phys Ed
Jr High Band —Grs 7 & 8
Sr High Band —includes Gr 9
Sr Choir—includes Gr 9 - Sem 2
Graduation Fee

70.00 (depending on project)
35.00
50.00
50.00
no charge
50.00
100.00
175.00

approx

Full list of School Fees, payable through School Cash Online, can be found on the PCA website
(all fees subject to change)

Please note that school fees (see above) are not to be confused with Society fees. Payment of
Society fees are arranged through the Society Admin Asst, Christy Wideman. All above
school fees need to be paid through School Cash Online. Please see page 5 for SCO information.

Secondary Bell Schedule

Elementary Bell Schedule
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Birthdays in August and September
Calvin B.
James B.
Miss Lockhart
Mr. Wiens
Molly E.
Garrison L.
Mr. Hern
Hiromu U.
Brielle P.
Nathan K.
Jaxon S.
Gunnar W.
Anna P.
Yuyu W.
Amara H.
Yun K.
Travis M.
Faithlynn P.
Mickey M.
Mrs. Evans
Elijah R.
Mrs. Wideman
Eloise G.
Lynnea T.

Aug 2
Aug 3
Aug 3
Aug 3
Aug 4
Aug 4
Aug 4
Aug 5
Aug 6
Aug 8
Aug 8
Aug 8
Aug 9
Aug 10
Aug 12
Aug 12
Aug 12
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 13
Aug 14
Aug 17

Rebecca P.
Mrs. Sailer
Aaron N.
Kacy W.
Anna S.
Cameron M.
Joshua R.
Rebekka S.
Alvin Z.
Hayden A.
Yerin J.
Bobo F.
Mae F.
Kate W.
Keifer C.
Lucas P.
Tyson S.
Emma I.
Amedie J.
Jashon L.
Timothy B.
Ella P.
Ruby S.
Myla W.

Aug 18
Aug 18
Aug 19
Aug 19
Aug 20
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 25
Aug 26
Aug 27
Aug 27
Aug 28
Aug 29
Aug 30
Aug 31
Sept 1
Sept 1
Sept 2
Sept 3
Sept 4
Sept 5
Sept 8
Sept 8
Sept 8

Miss Isaak
Madeleine C.
Henley M.
Allison S.
Truett T.
Amelia F.
Meegan Q.
Nassif C.
Sze Wing C.
Josiah P.
Riley W.
Mrs. Nigh
Felix K.
Salem S.
Jacqueline D.
Madeline G.
Michael B.
Morgan W.
Joshua S.
Ethan M.
Everly F.
Luke S.
Michael Z.

Sept 8
Sept 9
Sept 9
Sept 10
Sept 10
Sept 13
Sept 13
Sept 15
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 16
Sept 16
Sept 17
Sept 17
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 22
Sept 22
Sept 24
Sept 25
Sept 27
Sept 29
Sept 29

Elementary Club 100
Children learn to read by reading. Children also learn to read by being read to.
PCA’s Elementary Read-with-Me club will start on the first day of school. As
in previous years, there will be rewards for completing each level with a wiener
roast in May for all Club 100 members and their families. Information regarding the details of the club’s involvement, as well as your 1st signature sheet, will be
sent home with your child on the first day. Watch for it! For those who finish Club
100, you will be challenged to continue reading to reach Club 200.
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Powerschool Student/Parent Portal is
for all PCA students. It is used for:
Jr/Sr High - Report Cards/Grades/Attendance
records
- Demographics and FOIP updates
Elementary- Demographics and FOIP updates
- Attendance records
- No Report Cards

(For instructions for viewing Elementary
report cards, see page 12)

If your family is new to PCA and you have any difficulties setting up this Parent Portal
account, please do not hesitate to phone the office and we can help you get set up.
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BURSARY PROGRAM
The Prairie Christian Academy Society
is committed to making our Christcentred education financially accessible
to everyone. As such, we have established a Bursary Program to assist those
who may need a little help. This bursary
is given to qualified families who demonstrate financial need and could cover up
to 40% of Society Fees. Applications for
the PCAS Bursary Program can be obtained by visiting the PCA website at
www.pca3hills.ca

School Yearbook
Yearbooks will be available to all Secondary students to purchase through School Cash Online. Only purchased yearbooks will be ordered. There will not be the option to buy a yearbook with cash in June after
they arrive. Please take note.
If you take pictures of PCA students in action (sporting events especially)
we would love for you to send them our way! Please email all pictures
in their original size, and jpeg format, to:

michael.robertson@ghsd75.ca
Additionally, if you are a parent of one of our honoured grade 12 students; please note that December 17 is the deadline to contact me about
claiming a page for a tribute. Let us know what size you want to submit
and your School Cash Online account will be charged for payment.
Michael Robertson

Subject to change!
Go to
www.pca3hills.ca to
see the most up to
date version
throughout the year
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